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he three comiche coast mads abound with LEFT: View
scenlc views and dramatic settings. A day's over Cap
Fereat from

drive from Nice will take you to Belle

: : : the Jardin
Epogue resorts, Roman ruing and picturesgue

Exolique at

medieval hill villages along the way Eze fFuture CHT
From Place lle de Beaute on Nice's Vieux Pori, take Rrviers Cllfe FAnn
Bowlevard Carmot (De098), stan of the Basse (lower) § Bodert Paforsbu)
Corniche, After about Skm (3 miles), turn right ofT the IMSET
comiche fno Villefranche-sur-Mer, whose natural deep- Map of the
water harbour was the main port of Nice [or ceniuries Comiches
ani is now a step for cruise ships. Fork left down Drrive fram
Avenue Sadi Carnot and park on Place Wilson by the the Beditz
16th century Citadeble. ;::::m L
Overlooking the harbour is the Medieval Chapelle
Caini=Plerre, Eisown as the Cocteau l:_'hillwl hecause of ns BELOW:
frescoes painted by writer and filmmaker Jean Cocteau Chagpelle
{1889-1962), Up a few steps, Place Amdélic Pollonmnais Cocteay Fremre

CRT Rivaera Dl

st / Geaige

is home to a lea market om Sundays and the pleasani
brasserie Le Cosmo, Beyond the chapel, Quai Courbet is
lined with fish restaurants, including by Mére Gerneine.
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The principality of Monaco
iPicture: CAT Ridera Cide fAver /

The old part of Nice
{Picfre: CRT Bharea e o Arur

PFheere Bohar!

Belle Epoque casino at Beaulleu-
SLF-NEBT (Pt Carmes Kanopkal

ALONG THE ROUTE

Prefectune of the Alpes-Maritimes and France’s
fifth-largest city, Nice was a resorf by the méd-18th
century. The style of its architecture, from Medieval
to eardy 20th century, is Gencese, but it was the
Baitish who created the Promenade des Anglals, now
a 3km (2 mile) traffic-clogged boulevard,

Its old town, with a colourful moming market and
iy beriace eafb, harbaurs the Musée Mational
Marc Chagall (www.musee-chagall fr; May-Oct
Wed-pMon 10am-Gpm, Nov-Apr until Spr; change),
containing Chagalf's masterpiece, Le Message
Biblique. By the excavated Roman nuins in the chic
Cimiez district is the Musée Matlsse (www. musee-
matisse-nice.org Wed-Mon 10am-6pm; free), which
containg the artist's bronzes

Lintil 1860, when France annexed Hice, the
var river was the French border. The Var Comiche
(Awenue Aigneste-Renoir from Cagnes) follows the
wist bank of the rves, and three corniches, one
above the other, traverse the 30km (20 miles) from
Mice to Italy

Merging with Nice to the east, Villefranche-sur-
Moer is a surprisingly unspailt little town, built areund
one of the deepest harbowrs in the word. Beyand
5 the refuge of the serously rich, Cap Ferral, where
the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild (weew villa-ephrussi
com; Feb-Cict dady 10am-Gpm, July-Aug uniif ¥pm,
Wav-lan Man-Fii 2-6pm, weekends and schoo!
hols 10am-6pm; charge) gives a hint of the 1920s
millionaire lifestyle

lust the other side of the Cap = Beaulieu-sur-Mer,
with some of the best hotels on the Riviera, and
which lays claim to the best efimate on the coast,
profected from the north wind by a great rock face.
The Willa Grecgue Kérylos (weew villa-kenylos com;
same opening hours as Villa Ephrussi; charge) is a
complete reconstruction of an ancient Greek villa
with cool courtyards open to the sea

The tiny perched village of Exe, high above the
sea with the finest views on the whole Riviers,
is restored to the last stone: a bijou museum of
Mediewval detail. High up on the Grande Comiche
beyond Eze there is a dramatic view of Monaca
from: the Roman monument Le Trophée des Alpes
(mid-Kay 1o mid-5epl Tue-Sun 3.30am-1pm, 2.30:
6.30pm, mid-Sept to mid-May 10am-1.30pm, 2.30-
Spm; charge) at La Turbie

Betwieen the 1870s and 19804, Monte-Carlo was
the raulette capital of Europe, and the wintering
place of the very rich and of mothers with elighle
daughters. Today, the administrative area of the
principality af Maonaco has become the Alami af the
Medikemanean, A stroll from the Palace through the
old quarter leads ta the cathedeal and Jardin Exatigue.

Further abeng the coast on the Hakan border
Menlon, protty and well protected, remains maorne
reserved than its neighbours, with a good beach,
several exatic gardens and a lively lemon festival
before Lent
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Villa Kérylos,
|utting gut
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below the
clitfs rivernne
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Return o the DE09E, then shorly after, take the D25
right towands Saint-Jean-Cap-Fermt a millionaines’
enclave. A side road tums lelt o the lalianate Villa
Eplrussi de Rothschild with beautilul gardens, and the
tiny port has some upmarket restauranis, such as ka
Vaile 4'0r.

The D25 continies ¢ast Into palmy Belle Epoque
Beaulfen-sur-Mer, where vou can visit the Villa Greoque
Bérylos:

Back on the Basse Comiche, another 7km (4.5 miles)
east of Fze-Bord-de-Mes, Cap d'Afl an the right has
some Belle Epoque gems, such-as the former Eden Palace
Hotel, where a footpath leads down (o Plage Mala, a
hemutiful beach weithy the trendy Eden restaurant,

Continue through Monaco, taking the Tanmel du
Serrouville to Port Hercule and follow signs for Menton.
At the end of Boulevard d'Ttalie retern 1o Franoe on
the DE0S8; fork left onto the DE0OY and left towards
Rogquebrune-Cap-Martin on e D2564, the Grande
Cornfche. Tumn off right 1o Roquebrme Village, clinging
to the hillside in a network of alleys, and park at the
foor on Place Birigliano, from where steps lead up o
the square for lunch in La Grote, or smarter Les Deux
Fréres. AL the top sits & 10th century chateau, enlarged
by the Grimaldis of Monace, whe ruled Requebrune
until 1860,

Heading west, the Grande Corniche zigzags for 3km
[5 miles) 1o La Turbie, where the Café de la Fontaine
is @ superh place to eat. Park on the square and walk
through one of the medieval gateways along narrow
srreets o Le Trophée des Alpes, built up high in honour
of Emperor Augusius,

Continue westwards along the D2564, and wrn lefi
on the D45 which jolns the DE0OT. This is the Moyenne
Corniche, built in the 1920s. Park below Eze Village. a
well=restored tourist village, perched on a rocky crag
and woeessible only on foot, s Jandin Exotique is a
feast of cactl and succulenis.

It's anather 10km (6 miles) along the DBOOT 1o
remurn 1o Mice.

TIPS
* [Distanoe: 43km (27 miles)

Time: one day

Start: Wieux Port, Nice

End: Eze Village

The Basse and Moyenne Comiches ane now D
roads, but you may still find road sigrs and maps
indicating the M98 and N7

Part of this tour is possible by public transport;
frequent trains between Mice and Menton stop al
Villefranche-sur-Meyv, Beauleu and Cap d'Al

Exe station is at Ere-Bord-de-Merand not

Eze Village: similasty, the nearest station for
Roquebrune Village is Camoles, followed by a
steep footpath
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